Newsletter Issue 2: September 2007

GLOBALIZATION AND THE HEALTH OF CANADIANS

Dear Team Member:

This newsletter marks the end of the first year of
our five-year project. We would like to thank you
all for your interest and input in the crucial first
steps of establishing this research network.

The summer of 2007 has seen key meetings taking
place to determine next research steps.

Qualitative Research on Metropolitan
Experiences Working Group

Members of the qualitative research group have
spent time over the summer refining the basic
research question that will guide this arm of the
project: What is the impact of globalization on the daily
lives of working families with children and how are these
mediated or mitigated by the state and by para-state or
community services?

This working group will meet again in September
to standardise criteria for selecting
neighbourhoods for recruitment across our study
areas of Montreal, Toronto and Vancouver. This
group will also work on a common research
protocol, recruitment procedures and interview
schedule to be determined at this meeting.
Submission for ethics approval where required is
anticipated to take place in the late Fall, and our
group aims to begin conducting interviews by
early 2008.  Participants will be recruited by
drawing on our existing contact networks in the
study areas. Novel approaches to qualitative
research with interview participants will also be
explored at this meeting, including the use of
photo-voice/photo-novella as a means of
increasing informant participation and allowing
people to tell their stories in a compelling manner.

Measures and Mapping Working Group

The core research objective of this group has
been identified as: To develop a district or
neighbourhood  level  Globalization-Relevant ~ Index  of
Disadyantage (GRID) as a basis for mapping the
incidence of specific vulnerabilities and, in particular, the
spatial cummnlation of risk _factors.

A meeting between this working group and
Canadian Population Health Initiative
representatives  (Melanie-Josée Davidson and
Carol Brulé¢) in August successfully identified
current research priorities. One such priority is
the need to intensively examine the sources and
scale of data available for this project. Team
input on the original list of indicators has been
requested and a Research Assistant (Sam Herold)
has been recruited to investigate availability, scale
and quality of sources of data. Sam will be in
touch with many team members with specific
questions about data sources and quality.

This group will also focus on the selection of
boundaries for participating cities (Montreal,
Toronto and Vancouver) for the purposes of
statistical ~ study and  mapping. CPHI
representatives have kindly shared maps of the
neighbourhood boundaries of the Urban Public
Health Network. Given project scope, this step
may need the input of the entire project team.

This working group has also suggested focusing
on deriving an asset index — as opposed to a
deprivation index — at the neighbourhood level, as
has been done by Betsy Kristjansson and her
team in a study of neighbourhood characteristics
in Ottawa. The need to work directly with
officers of the public health departments in
participating cities has also been agreed, and Ms.




Davidson from CPHI has circulated our proposal
to relevant contacts to that effect.

Comparative Policy Review and Metropolitan
Differences Working Group

The initial set of objectives for this working group
will be to: Produce an annotated bibliography and a
critical review paper that (a) identifies generic areas in
which  globalization’s effects on  social determinants of
health demand policy responses; and (b) identifies the most
promising existing and proposed policy responses, and 3-5
Jurisdictions that exemplify best practices for further stud).

Dennis Raphael and Toba Bryant have begun
work on the comparative analysis on the
international literature on comparative policies
and metropolitan differences. The first tranche of
this work is estimated to be completed within a
year. Recruitment of a Research Assistant has
been approved and will be followed up on shortly.

Plans for a Doctoral Study in Saskatoon

The objective of this study will be to: Investigate the
cansal pathways by which globalization affects or is likely
to affect health, geographical health disparities and the
determinants of health in Saskatoon, with special reference
to children in low-income housebolds.

Jennifer Cushon will have her first committee
meeting with Ron ILabonte and Nazeem
Muhajarine in September. Data collection is
estimated to begin in late September/ eatly
October. Main methods will be: a content analysis
of policy documents relevant to child health at the
global, national, provincial and municipal level;
interviews; a demographic profile of Saskatoon
over the past 20 years; and secondary data on
child health outcomes in Saskatoon.

Conceptual Framework Working Group

Ted Schrecker and Ron Labonte (additional authors
to be determined) have had an abstract on the
background for the project, and key issues in
developing a conceptual framework, accepted for
the International Conference on Mapping Global
Inequality: Beyond Income Inequality at
University of California — Santa Cruz in
December, 2007. This will be a wvaluable

opportunity both to obtain feedback on key
conceptual and research design issues and to take
advantage of planned workshops on poverty
mapping, using Google Maps and GIS.
http://ucatlas.ucsc.edu/flyer.html.

Economic Inequality Working Group

Armine Yalnizyan has been preparing charts and
tables showing historical trends in market income,
income after taxes and transfers and the effect of
taxes and transfers for families with children
under 18 by decile of the income distribution.
These findings are expected shortly.

International Conference on Urban Health,
Baltimore, 31 October to 2" November, 2007
Betsy Kristjansson, Mike Sawada and team have
had three abstracts accepted for presentation at
this conference.

1. ‘A Participatory Geomatics Approach to
Defining Health-Relevant Neighbourhoods in
Ottawa.’

2. ‘Differences in Neighbourhood Food Retail
Environments by Socio-Economic Status in
Ottawa.’

3. ‘Spatial Inequalities and Health Disparities:
Neighbourhood = Resources,  Socio-Economic
Status and Health Outcomes in Ottawa.’
http://www.icuh2007.com/

Globalization & Health of Canadians Website
This website has been established at the
University of Ottawa and is in its final stages of
preparation. We aim to launch these webpages
publicly by the end of September 2007. The
website will provide a full description of the
research project, brief biographies and contact
details for each team member, access to
publications generated by the team as well as a
private “Team Members Only’ webpage. This
website will operate as part of and be maintained
by the Globalization and Health Equity Research
Unit at the University of Ottawa.

Forgotten Families: Transdisciplinary Studies
in Population Health Series

A decision from University of Ottawa Press on
our submission from May is still pending.
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